bl =

- F.Na. 16-110/2003-DD.(1]

Governmernt of India
Minsstry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Department of Disability Affairs

shastri Bliawan, New Uelhy
Unated: 26™ Fabprupry, 2013

Office Memorandum

Subjest: Oumdelines for conducting writien examinntion for Persona with
Disabilities.

The undersigned is direct=d to say that Chief Commissioner of Porsens
with Disabillties (COPD) in its order dated 23.11.2012 in case No, 3929/2007 |
in the mattsr of Shri Oopal Sisodia, Indian Association of the Blind Vs, State
Banrk of India & Others) and in case No.65/1081/12-15 | in the matter of Score
Foundation V. Department of Disabllity Affairs) had directed this Ministry o
circulate guidelines for the purpose of conducting written examination for
persons with disabilivies for compliance by all soncerned. In compliance of the
gbove order, this Ministry hereby lays down the fallowing uniform and
eomprehensive guidelines for conducting sxamination for the persons with
diyabilities as recommended by CCPD--

H Thers should be a uniform and comprehensive poliéy across the country
for persons with disabilities for written examination taking into account
improvement i technology and new avenues opened to the persons with
disabilities providing = level playing field. Palicy should alsa have
tlexibility to aecoinmudate the specific nesds on case-to-case basis

Il There 18 no need for fixing separste criteria for regular and competitive
exAammadans

M. The Iacility of Scribe/Reader/lalb Assistant should e wllowsd to BTy

persor who has disability of 40% oy maore if an dasired by the person
e

"IV.Y The candidate should have the diseretion of opting  for hs cwn

scribe/freader/lab assistant or reguest the Bxamination Body for the
same. The examining body may also identify the scrite/ reader/lab
assistant o make panels at the District/Division/ Siate level as per the
requirements af the examinagien. In such instavces the candidites
should be allowed o mest the seribe o day before the examination so
that the candidates get a chance to check and verily whether the seribe
15 suitable or not.
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V. Criteris jike ediicational qualification, marks scored, age or other sueh l\

- restrictions far ihe scribe/reader/lab assistant should not be fixedl N
instead, the tavigilation system should be strengthened, so THE the

Sates using scribe /reader/lab essisiant do not indulge in mal-
practices like copying and cheating during the examination

Vi, There sheuld also he fextbility in Accommodating any change in
scribe/reader/iab assistant in case of emergency, The candidases
should also be allowed to rale mors than one scribe/readar for writing
different papers especially for languages

VIl Persons with disabilities should e gnven the option of choosing the mode
for taking the examinations i.e. in Braifle or o the comptiter or in large
Print or even by recording the answers as the examining hodies can
28811y make use of technology to convert GUestion paper o lamge prints,

c-text, or Braille and can alse convert Braille text in English ar regional
languages,
VL. The candidates should ba allowed to check the computer system one day
in advance so that the problema, if any in the software /system could be
Tectified.
The procedurs of availing the fasility of seriba should be simplified and
the necessary details shotild be recorded at the tme of filling up of the

Thereafter, the examining bedy should ensure availability of
candidate s well ag suiteble

i

lorms
‘question papers in the format opted by the

seeling arrangement for BIVINg examination.

X. The disability certificate issued by the ~shpotent medical authormy ar
any piace shouid be accepted across the cCoOUntry

AL The word “extra time or edditional time" that is being currently wsesd
should be changad to ‘compensatory time” and the same should not ke
sz thun 20 minutes Per hour of examination for barsons who are
mRling usc of scribe/reader/lab assistant A the candidates with
disability not aveiling the facility of seribe may oe dllowed additionsl time
of minimum of ene hour for sxamination of 3 hours duration which
could further be incregsed on case to case basis

X The candidates should be allowed to usa assistive devices like wiking
caleulator fin rcases wiare caleulators aré allewed for giving exams!
tatlor frame, Braille sjase abacus, grometry kit Brails measuring tape
and augmentative communication devices liks cemmunication chart and
electronic devices.
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&n-the groure! oo should

Xl Proper ssating BErRDEEment (prefarnsl)
Vol coniusien or

- made prier o the commencemant of examination tu
distraction during the day of the sxam. The time of giving the guastion
papars shiewld be marked accurately and timely supply of supplementary
papers ghiould be ersured.

XIV.  The sxamining body should alsn provide reading material in Braille or E-
Text or on computers having suitable seresn reading soltwares for open
pock examination Similarly online sxamination should be in accesgible
iormiat e, websites, guestion papers and all other study material should
be accessible as per the |nternationa standards laid down m this regard

ANV Mtrrlth;i}r_;;_r}_lg_;gg;.ftr: questions 1 lieu of deseriplive yuestions should be

Provided for Hearing-impaired persons, i addition to the existing policy

of giving alternative questions 1 leu of questions req liring visyal

inputs, for persnns with Visual Impsirments

o It is requested to snsure thar tae above guidelines apre sorupulous]y
[ollowed while conducting examination for persens with disabilities. Al the
Fecrullment ageneies, Academics/Examination  Bodiss etc. under your
edminisirative control may be acvised sppropriately to ensirs compliance of
implementing these guidelines, Action laken m this regard mey be intimared

m [his affice
" The sbove guidelines are issusd with +5e approval of Hon'bie Minister
izl Justice & Ettipowerment)

Yorers farchiully

Jis

(Jagdish Kumns)
4 - - r "
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of India

()

Secretary of all Ministries/Department

<. Sscretiey, UPSC, Shahjabian Reed, New Dothi,
3. Chlirman, 880 Block Mo 12, OGO Camplex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-1 {0003,
L& Chadrmran, Univarsity Grans Commission with a FequUest o issue necessery
imstructions to all universities including Deomed Universitiss for complianne
* Al Natiows] Instirures and RO under administrutive control of Department of

Disability Affairs, Mintstry of BI&E. New Dolki

Mepy . CCPR, Sareimn Bhawan, Bhagwan Dass Ruad,New Delly with referesce ta
order-dated 23.11.2012 in case Ne, 3929/2907 ard in case No.65/1041/12-13
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